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long as he did, or would give him notice if he changed. The
President said he presumed it was only rumor, that he
reckoned there was not much in it; he had heard nothing
lately and we might as well keep on for the present without
any fuss. Seward said he knew Stanton had talked this
some time ago. "I reckon that is all," said the President.
Seward had an object in this talk. He knows Stanton's
views and thoughts better than the President does. The
inquiry was not, therefore, for information on that specific
point. If it was to sound the President, or to draw out any
expression from me, he wholly failed, for neither gave him
an explicit reply.

December 26, Tuesday. Captain Walker, of the De Soto,
called last evening. He has been actively engaged at Cape
Haytien, and should not have left with his vessel until the
arrival of another. Seward made a formal request that he
should be recalled and reprimanded on the ex parte state-
ment of the consul, who himself was in error. I declined
acceding to Seward's strange request, and desired him to
possess himself of all the facts. Subsequently he wrote me
approving Walker's course, and told me he should require
an explanation from Folsom, the consul.

I have detailed the De Soto to take Seward to Cuba, and
he obscurely hints that his ultimate destination will be
some point on the Mexican coast. Has mystical observa-
tions and givings-out. I give them little credit, as he seems
to be aware. After some suggestions of a public nature, he
subsides into matters private, intimating a wish that it
should be understood he goes for his health, for a relaxa-
tion, wishes to escape the tumult and reception of New
Year's Day, wants the f actionists in Congress should un-
derstand he cares little for them and has gone off recreating
at the only time they are leveling their guns at us.1

1 Stanton contrived to have the President surrounded most of the time
by his detectives, or men connected with the military service who are
creatures of the War Department. Of tcourse, much that was said to the